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The Mission 

Let’s design a temple
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As an architect with a special assignment, I went on 
a search for a language of forms, proportions and 
space that is not understood through the mind, but 
through the heart, and thus, is universal in nature. 

Finding a language was only one part of the journey, 
next I set the goal to find a concept for a building 
that would be able to communicate an experience 
of God uniting all religions and spiritual convictions. 

My deepest wish was to give all mankind a means 
to truly unite and enjoy the essence and beauty of 
life.

The end result: A design from the heart to the 
heart. 

The architecture 

From the age of 14, I have felt a calling to become an 
architect and as the time progressed, it became 
clearer that it was rather a spiritual mission than a 
professional ambition. I have come to see that as a 
conceived space comes alive, each design becomes 
a sacred act. 

I have come to realise that real architecture is 
created when the building, rather than being 
impressive, touches the heart. At that point, the 
created space begets a soul and a spirit of beauty. 

With the design of this temple, I have learned and 
experienced that true inspiration is a proces of 
allowing, as opposed to pushing for a result. God or 
creativity can only flow when I, as a person, step 
aside and all expectations of a result are gone.

The design proces for this temple has shown me that 
with God anything is possible.  

The architect 

The building is an invitation (without obligation), 
to undergo the message that it has for you. This 
monument becomes a symbol of freedom, it 
will function as a gathering place where we 
meet our fellow men. 

The message of the building, is to join hands 
and to celebrate the greatness that we are as 
human beings and what miraculous things we 
can accomplish if we start working together.

The result 



Towards a temple 

Where everybody can gather
The image 
We have come together from 
all corners of the earth and 
we are all bringing our  story.  
A story that has evolved from 
the collective idea that we as 
a people are different through 
race, through culture and 
through religion.  We have 
come to this place to realise 
once and for all that in in the 
true essence there is no 
difference between us.  

Once again Gaia receives us 
as her children and through 
her love we learn to love each 
other and life again.
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The concept 

Towards a common faith
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The fusionThe heavensThe earth 
The search for a concept of a universal religion 
forced me to peel of and eliminate all that distracts 
from the original message. 

What is religion? What is an experience of God our 
creator? Could it be the ecstasy of the two forces 
able to create in the proces of creating? 

Arn’t the male and female energy not closest to the 
unity of God?

 

How best to depict these creative energies?

 

The female energy is first represented by the earth. 

This earthly force is horizontal in nature and is as 
such represented in the symbol of the christian 
cross. 

It can still be seen as a miracle, the proces that 
occurs in the bowls of the female womb, after a 
simple seed is planted.

The counterpart of this life giving energy of the 
feminine aspect, is the energy that represent the 
seed. 

All that has form, once was an idea, a word, a 
seed, present in a sea of unlimited ideas. Each 
seed turns out to be unique and contains all the 
information that the lifeforms needs to become an 
expression of life. 

The counterpart of the feminine, the masculine 
energy, is fluid and omnipresent until a union with 
the female energy is established.

Thus for the masculine energy to be transformed 
into a tangible form, it searches for the willing and 
receiving womb of Gaia. This movement is vertical 
in nature.

How are these two energies supposed to come 
together to best express God? Turns out that the 
stiff and rudimentary movement of the symbol of 
the cross will not suffice. The process of 
elimination and reduction continues. 

There has to be a way to express the dynamic of 
these two energies in the act of creating life. 


Wow, how on earth will it be possible to conceive 
this image and translate it in architectural forms 
that can be perceived by all? The answer to this 
seemingly impossible riddle could only be felt 
within and be expressed as pure inspiration. 



The fusion 

Of heaven and earth
Touched by the encounter with the source,  
An outward expanding energy is induced  
Inviting us to share this divine touch 
With the world

The magic of inspired life 
Radiates outwardly  
And spreads all over the world

Rising up from the landscape  
4 elements representing the 4 
cardinal directions 
Infuse the prime element of life 
(water)  
Life begets life and becomes form The four stages of the horizontal  

energie of the earth rising up  
to meet the vertical energie of the heavens

The evolution of an idea 

In the beginning was the word, in this 
case many words that needed to be 
reduced to a comprehensive and all 
inclusive message. 

The message was then related to 
sketches, allowing for the mind to step 
even further to the background and let 
the creative energie speak. 

Finally the creative images needed to be 
translated into a practical form, that 
represented the original message and 
that could be realised in a physical 
form.

From words to sketches to form:


What is a spiritual centre (a temple)?

Is there such a language in architecture 
that can relate a universal message?

What remains of the concept of a 
temple when religious reference is 
absent?

Since God has no image, how can that 
energy be expressed?


These answers can not be found in 
books, but can only be experienced, 
when we are courageous enough to 
step aside and let God speak. 
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The source: 
Water as the 
prime life-giving 

substance 
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The movement of the structure to the 
centre invites us to turn inwardly



submission entanglement adjacent 
 

Options of fusion 

And how the energies join

The male form towers over the female form 
and thus a relation is created that symbolises 
the one energy ruling over the other. In such a 
relation no balance or harmony is obtained. In 
this case the resulting energy is not flowing 
freely.

In this example the male and the female 
energie are fused, creating an entanglement 
of energies. Non of the energies is free to 
move and the energies become reliant on 
each other. While entangled, the two energies 
can not move freely and in their authentic 
way, thus resu l t i ng i n a s tagna ted 
interdependency.

The female energie and the male energie are 
joined together, but there is no meaningful 
interactions. Without a meaningful interaction, 
there will be no ecstasy and without ecstasy 
there is no promise for new life. The architect, 
in this case, is asked to come up with a 
design that expresses the perfect harmony 
between the male and female energy, thus 
accomplishing ecstasy.



The ecstatic dance 

United in harmonious movement 
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The search continues to find the 
perfect unity between the male 
and the female energies. Only 
when the form fully resonates 
with the original concept, it can 
be used as a foundation for the 
design of the temple. It is only 
through grace that the architect 
is allowed to retrieve the ecstatic 
expression of this form. 

The geometry of ecstasy find its 
final form in the petrification of 
the architectural shapes of the 
temple design. The proof is only 
then obtained, when people 
entering the building, are 
touched by an invisible hand of 
God.


The petrified climax 



light a roof over our head the inspiration 
 

Geometry 

The magic tool for the architect
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With architecture, we have the ability to 
assign a specific quality to the space around 
us, that is either enchanting, uplifting, 
possibly depressing and all qualities in 
between. One of the tools available to the 
architect, is the light and the way it enters the 
building. Through the various and ever 
changing frequencies of light, a symphony 
can be created, that is registered by the heart. 

As a conductor of this light, it becomes a 
massive responsibility to find the perfect 
composition for this timeless message. The 
universality and purity of the applied geometry 
thereafter ensures an experience of beauty 
that is outside of time.

Architecture was introduced to protect us 
against the elements of nature. A roof is still a 
symbol of security and of ultimate protection. 
That roof secures a place for our familie to live, 
to store our belongings and to lay our head to 
rest at the end of the day. 
 Yet in most temples and religious buildings, 
something interesting happens with the roof; 
From a simpel plane between you and the sky, 
it becomes a medium in which our relationship 
with the father and our spiritual world is 
expressed.  
The roof in those temples invites us to look 
up…. and as we are looking up, geometry and 
shapes are revealed that inspire us to have a 
moment with God. 

It is curious, that the most expensive and 
elaborate buildings through all ages and within 
all cultures have a non practical purpose. A 
completely irrelevant function, in the eyes of 
modern man, they are erected for the worship 
of non tangible and non visible forces that 
evidently take an extremely important position in 
the lives of most human beings.  
What is the reason for this seemingly strange 
anomaly? 

God, or any other way that we describe the 
source of all life, asks nothing, forces nobody, 
yet there is something deep in our heart that 
longs to celebrate, be reminded of and to 
worship that source. 



The form 

Tells a universal messagethe challenge 
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The architecture has two basic 
components to work with: 

1.) The geometry and its 
meaningful composition. 

2.) The walls, the roof, and the 
floor with windows and doors.


The Geometry can give soul to a 
building and its spaces. ‘Sacred’ 
geometry adds spirit to the 
already soulful space. This soul 
and this spirit are then petrified 
in the construction of the 
building. The building radiates 
this sublime message to all that 
enter or lay their eyes on its 
appearance. Light is the medium 
to relate the message and to 
complete the symphony of the 
creation. This (sacred) geometry 
turnes out to be God’s language 
to create all life.  


The walls, the roof, and the floor 
give a tangible expression to the 
geometry of a space. It is with 
the shaping and proportioning of 
these elements and 
passageways penetrating these 
elements, that the architects is 
able to reveal the message of 
the sacred geometry. The 
detailing of an opening in a wall 
for example can be high, low, 
wide, narrow, arched, square, 
elaborately decorated, plain and 
simple yet every choice adds to 
the narrative of the building. 


When neglected and overlooked, 
these component become a 
petrified non story or even curse. 

Proportions, rhythms and 
lovingly composed details tie 
everything together, to form a 
unforgettable symphony.
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the experience 

We search for ecstasy
the expression 
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A Temple

To experience light and life flowing through us

we enjoy:

Peace 
Silence 
Balance

Light
Color

Harmony
Tranquility

Joy
Security

Unity
Connectivity
Grandness

Magic



the entrance the sanctuary meditation and self reflection 
 

Realisations per element 

A sequence of unique spaces 
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The Temple is visible from far away and forms 
a landmark in the landscape. When arriving in 
our vehicle, we are offered a parking spot at a 
good distance. From here, three different 
paths are opening up, that finally lead us to 
the inner sanctuary of this spiritual centre. 

Thus the journey offers a growing intimacy first 
with the landscape and the temple as a part 
there of, until finally the path merges with the 
temple and one is completely absorbed by the 
energy of the structure of the building.

A series of dramatic compositions allow one to 
be touched by the soul and spirit of the 
building. The building lets you in and invites 
you to become aware of a larger universe and 
eventually of God.

At one point of the journey, you are drawn to 
step through the biggest and most dramatic 
gate you have ever gone through. Once 
passed, there is no turning back, you are eye to 
eye with the source, symbolised by a round 
basin filled with water and fed by a never 
ending natural fountain bubbling in the centre. 
This is the sanctuary where peace and total 
tranquility embraces your soul.  

This source reminds us, among other things 
that we are an essential part of the endless 
expressions of life. 

Our journey through the building finally 
culminates in a monastery like setting that is 
reached by crossing the water. From the centre 
of the courtyard, a soft and soothing sound of 
the water can be heard that originates from the 
source in the sanctuary and that is transported to 
this inner courtyard by an aquaduct. Here you 
are invited to slow down even more and to allow 
the message of this building to fill your heart with 
Joy and reference to the beauty that is all around 
us. 



A spiritual centre 

An ode to the gift of life and goodnessthe building 
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In the end, the concept is 
conceived and finalised and 
a building is shaped for this 
location. It tells a story of life 
and the meaning thereof 
and it points back to the 
values that we share 
universally as mankind. 

The message as composed 
by the composition of the 
building elements, begets 
meaning by each profound 
experience of its visitors. 



the sermon designed for the individual designed for Community 
 

Geometry 

Geometry in motion
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“It is said that the Buddha once gave a 
sermon without saying a word; he merely 
held up a flower to his listeners.  This was 
the famous ‘flower sermon’.  “ 

The building is designed as a distinguished 
element in the journey of each man. 

Instead of pointing to a particular religious or 
spiritual reference, the building seeks to 
appeal to a universal or archetypal sequence 
of a journey that each man has to follow in 
order to meet God within. 

Therefore this spiritual centre has the potential 
to offer a heartfelt experience of the essence 
of life. 

Culture is eventually the one thing that brings 
a people together. Each cultural expression 
tells an intimate story of the true essence of a 
society. Thus it has the ability to unite 
everyone that participates. 

An essential part of the design is therefore, an 
integrated stage surrounded by steps set in 
the landscape for seating, allowing us to enjoy 
sermons, music, dance and other cultural 
expressions as inspiration of the beauty that 
we are.



The functions 

As nuances of being
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The temple, as a 
spiritual centre for 
this memorable 
moment in time, 
dedicated to each 
and every inhabitant 
of this earth and to 
bring us all together. 

And in the process 
of coming together 
we meet in equality 
and celebrate 
worldwide peace.

 

This worldwide 
peace will bring 
inner peace and 
finally prosperity for 
us all.

• Temple

Open air church

Retreats

Manifestations

Events

gatherings Landmark

Cultural events

Ceremonies

Open-air theatre



sketch model designed for community 
 

The Proces 

An idea takes form
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It is a miracle, as all the ideas and wondering 
thought finally culminate in a composition, that 
reflect the original intent in an elegant and 
convincing design. Even more so if that design 
then speaks to the imagination and convincingly 
relates the message that was originally intended. 

After the sketch, comes the 3D model, allowing 
the not so well trained observer, to imagine the 
grandeur of this building. Only then can the 
architect be assured and finally convinced, that 
the journey of the design proces has been a 
succes one and that the result will stand the 
scrutiny of time.

Many times the imagination of the architects 
outruns the available building technologies that 
could realise the original design without any 
compromise. 

Thus the original inspiration by the architect, in 
its turn inspires the engineers to explore new 
frontiers and to come up with revolutionary 
technologies that make the seemingly 
impossible, possible. 



The Invitation 

Let’s realise this temple together!!

The Vision
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From the day that I completed this assignment and was awarded the 
highest marks possible for the effort, I have known inside, that one day it 
would be realised. 

Several times during the last 20 years, I have considered offering the 
concept of this temple, but never did. Today I realise, that I had to wait 
for this special moment in our world’s history, knowing that  it perfectly 
fits the importance and spirit of the moment. 

Temple of light and earth



France

+33 (0)6 41 25 89 81


Gijs@Hooftgraafland.com

Please, Co-sign the petition!!


